that, unless the Allied forces withdrew in time, India would
become a battlefield in which the Japanese would ultimately
win. This feeling was attributed to you by Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru himself in the course of his remarks to which reference
has been made above and your own draft of the Allahabad
resolution makes it plain that, both in the "Quit India" campaign
and the Congress resolution which was intended to enforce it,
your object was to be left in a position in which you and the
Congress would be free to make terms with Japan. The Governs
ment of India note that your letter makes no attempt to meet
this imputation, which they still regard as true. It is the only
explanation which is consistent with your own statement that
"the presence of the British in India is an invitation to the
Japanese to invade India. Their withdrawal removes the bait."
Nor have you been able to explain on any other theory than
that suggested in the book the contradiction between this state-
ment and your subsequent avowal of your willingness to permit
the retention of Allied troops on Indian soil.
3.   The Government of India are not disposed to follow you
into the various verbal points that you have raised. They do not
deny that owing to your habit of reinterpreting your own state-
ments to suit the purposes of the moment it is easy for you to
quote passages from your utterances and writings which are in
apparent contradiction to any view attributed to you. But the
fact that you admit the discovery of important gaps in them, or
that you have found it necessary from time to time to put glosses
on what you have said, is of itself evidence of the incredible
levity with which, in a moment of grave crisis, you made
pronouncements in regard to matters of the most vital impor-
tance in India's defence and her internal peace. Government,
can only interpret your statements in the plain sense of the"
words as it would appear to any honest or unbiassed reader and
they are satisfied that the book "Congress Responsibility" con-
tains no material misinterpretation of the general trend of your
utterances during the relevant period.
4.    You have devoted considerable space in your letter to
an apparent attempt to disown the phrase attributed to you in
the A. P. I. report of a press conference which you held at
Wardha on the 14th of July 1942, where you are reported toj
have said: "There is no question of one more chance. After all it
is an open rebellion." This press message was reproduced at the
time   in  newspapers   throughout   India.   You   now   wish the
Government of India to believe that you first became aware of
it on the 26th June 1943.   They can only regard it as highly
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